RAIL  ROAD, 

ME.  POWEL'S  REMARKS 

7%  tJie  Senate,  upon  the  following;  resolution 
lukick  U)us  unanimouslij  adojded. 

"Resolved,  That  the  commitiee  on  roads, 
bridges  and  inland  navig'aiion,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  in  o  tlie  expediency  oT  reporting  a  bill 
giving  to  tlie  cana!  commissioner  autlioriiy  to 
construct  ihe  rail  road  from  the  stationary  en- 
gine near  Judge  t'et  rs'  farm,  "  to  some  point 
on  tlie  Schuylkill  affording  a  complete  com- 
munication with  the  ocean,"  and  fbllou  ing'  llie 
western  side  of  the  river-,  but  leaving'  to  the 
community  the  option  of  crossing  at  the  s;iid.- 
point,  or  at  some  other  point  between  the  up^ 
per  bridge  and  Market  street,  by  means  of 
bridges  to  be  constructed  by  companies  to  b& 
daly  constituted  by  law." 

I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties,  whiclt, 
must  be  met,  in  moving  a  resnluliorj  di- 
rectly involving  the  interests  and  pre- 
judices of  a  respectable  body  of  men. 
And  sir.  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  jjrouods 
of  accusation  Which  fretlul  malice,  or 
sordid  calumny  may  assume,  to  defeat  me 
ih  the  path,  wherein  I  am  sustained  alike, 
by  sense  of  duty  to  my-constituents,  re- 
gaid  for  consistency,  and  devotion  to  the 
public  weal. 

I  am  interested,  I  have  said  so,  throuj^h- 
out.  But  no  maa  will  attempt  to  prove, 
*hat  by  interest,  I  have  ever  beeri  made 


to  swerve  from  my  duty,  or  to  clandes- 
linelr  «irj:p  any  private  oi  p'»'itical  *»nd. 

Lrt  it  be  rt'mem'opr^d.  th^t  it  was  I, 
who  in  direct  opoosition  to  my  in?eiest, 
caused  the  arnendme.ft  to  be  introduced, 
inaki  g  itimpcrative  upon  the  commis- 
sion -rs,  to  car  ry  the  rail  road  to  the  citif, 
thus  forcing  it  from  the  district  wberpiii 
my  property  lies  I  hen  vot-^d.  as  Ishall 
again  vote.  U  adva  u  e  the  intetests  of  the 
state — to  promote  the  objects  of  my  con- 
.stitupois,  -.  quiiing  that  it  shall  not  stop 
on  the  wef,ie  n  side  of  the  Schuyliiill.  but 
be  so  continued,  that  tlie  country  may  be 
served. 

Which  of  us  is  not  directly  or  indi- 
rectly interested  in  this  question:  "-iy 
excellent  triend,  the  chai  rman  i>f  the  coni- 
mitii^e  on  Inland  Navigation,  who  report- 
ed the  bill  ill  the  other  House  which  I 
caused  to  be  so  amended,  is  a  director  ot 
the  Union  Oanal  co  pany,  and  he  has  a 
large  quao'itv  ot  ground,  in  (he  county^ 
>vh  ch  would  be  most  advantageously  af- 
fec  ed  by  the  p.  o.  o-ed  crcuitous  route. 
Yft  sir,  Ih've  nevei  insinuated — no  man 
oughi  to  insiMua  e  that  this  honorable 
gent  eoian  has  b  en  ^nfluenc^■d  in  his  opin- 
ions I  directed  hi  his  movements  by 
any  sordid  or  selfish  view, 

iiow  many  of  us  ar**  elecff  d  purposely 
to  prKss  appropi  iatii  ns,  avowe  dy  to  urg' 
public  (iiea-ures  to  I'lomoie  sectional  ob 
jeci  .,  whe-ein  us  representatives  of 
triclfe.  we  must  b,  directly,  or  ind  rec!-- 
concerned.   It  is  difficult  to  drav  t'^^ 
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line,  and  more  difficult  to  pursue  it  witlif 
out  conflict  III  jHac'ice,  in  jjolitical,  as 
vvi-ll  as  in  pi  ivate  life. 

He  whose  prospects  are  foiinded  osi  po- 
litical advancement;  he  whose  vocation  is 
poliiics — he  whose  pursuits,  »vhose  re- 
wards, whose  hope'<  and  whose  feart.,  rest 
OM  the  Dice  of  his  constituents,  may  be 
more  so  did  in  presiin^  a  drfinite  object, 
to  sjtistj  the  cravings,  or  appease  the 
jealousies  of  a  le^v  leading  men,  tlian  hf; 
who  should  direc  tly,  bu^  mdiscref'tly  vote 
lor  the  iniprrvement  of  his  property, 
much  less  important  to  his  hapiiiness,  and 
Ulterior  objects,  than  the  plans  of  a  dema- 
gogue, courting;  p  .pul  irity  b';  exttaotdi- 
narj  means.  I  shall  give  no  such  vote. 

'I'hus  much  for  taunts  on  the  grou-sds 
of  mrerest,  by  wliich  any  honest  anrl  fear- 
less iegisla  or  may  be  iissailed  from  ihosC;, 
who  knowing  w^^li,  that  whi-re  there  is 
danger  ol  beiii;cove;  whelmed  by  detection, 
salt  ty  may  be  f>und  in  tiie  siorms  of  pas- 
sion, fcxcifed  by  gross  insinua,tiGn,  harsL 
invective  ur  slanderous  abuse. 

I  appeal  to  you  as  the  guardians  of  flu; 
public  weal,  as  the  representatives  ol  this 
commonwealth,  engaged  in  a  stupend- 
ous work  destined  to  carry  the  products 
of  this  great  state  to  a  maritime  pprt, 

not     to   a    TERRITORIAL      POINT    JJOS  eS- 

sing  no  adm  .tai;es  but  the  protec- 
fioN  of  a  CORPORATION — to  a  point,  reach- 
ed neither  by  the  population  of  the  city 
nor  by  its  trade. 

The  canal  commissioners  have  not  de 
cided  to  take  the  rail  road  over  the 


Schuvlkiil,  opposite  to  Belmont  iarm, bu* 
ihey  have  wisely  resolved  to  pat  ui.ilcr 
contract  the  ruad  iormation  of  the  line, 
nnly  trom  tha'  point  njfstward't.lew'ing  t(» 
rhe  Legislature  toderennine  whether  the 
interesls  ot  the  cornuKUl'jyeaUh — the  ob- 
jects at  the  larii  crs — llie  purposes  of  the 
traders,  and  the  wishes  oi  the  friends  of 
internal  improvement,  will  be  best  met, 
by  givina;  direct  means  oi  communication 
with  the  Ocean,  through  a  navigable  river, 
by  art'ordino:  lan(iin;^-places  on  the  west- 
ern b'.de  ot  the  town  where  property  is 
cheap,  or  by  canying  the  produce  to  a 
greater  distance  to  a  poisit  in  its  centre, 
wliere  ground  is  muc!)  n:ore  dear  ;  thus 
running  from  a  navigable  river,  at  the 
time  we  are  expending  millions  for  the 
sake  of  a  navigable  canal. 

it  is  so  evident  that  competition  among 
purciiasers  on  the  seaboard, warehouse  hol- 
ders, and  the  proprietors  of  wharves,  pro- 
motes the  in:€rests  of  the  farmers,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  interior,  however  it  may 
detract  from  the  profits  of  the  few,  that  it 
would  be  (utile  to  enlarge  upon  this  point. 

'Ihe  (Janal  Commisfioners  at  their  last 
session  appointed  a  committee  to  investi- 
ligate  various  routes,  which  had  been  sug- 
gested ;  after  mature  deliberation  they 
reported  to  the  board,  among  other  things. 
"It  is  not  conceived  that  the  termination 
of  the  rail  road  at  one  territorial  foint, 
^incunnected  by  a  branch  or  branches 
leaching  navigation,  faod  the  larger  front 
ihe  bfitter,^  caa  a  c  com  mod  ate  the  road. 
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■The  commiitee  conceive  that  a  branch  fvam 
the  lower  In-el  at  Belmont,  dtnvn  to  tide 
water  opposite  {i.  e.  to  the  citij)  will  be 
<ihsolutely  necessary  to  accommudale  (he 
trade  w'lich  may  be  expected  to puhs  oven, 
the  line. 

•  ihe  committee  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  the  conlirmatioii  of  fne  line  to 
Broad-street  by  a  bridge  over  the  Schuyl- 
kill, but  they  do  not  apprehend  they  Citi 
commit  an  error  in  estiinatin^  tlie  branch 
down  the  SchiiyikiV  from  ■Belmont,  as 
entitled  to  the  earliest  nttentlon,"  liiakino- 
ihus  this  ron'e  the  one  which  requires 
attentioa  before  all  others. 

Well  mio;iu  they  condemn  the  termina- 
tion at '>one  territorial  p'tinf,"  anticipa- 
ting as  they  do.  that  tnis  rail-road  will 
conduct  to  market,  qiiite  as  much  produce 
iisthe  Union  Can:;l,  &  no  doubt  believino' 
that  it  is  not  less  important  to  the  inter" 
fests  of  Chester,  Delaware,  Lancaster  and 
all  the  western  counties;  however  power- 
iul  the  means,  which  have  been  found  to 
frustrate  the  wishes,  or  to  .enderabor- 
iive  the  eff-rts  of  those  who  thi-sk  that 
ail  portions  of  the  state  ought  to  be  con- 
sul'ed,  in  matters  wherein  all  are  alike 
concerned. 

The  commissioners  were  fold  that 
if  the  rail-road  crossed  the  "-chuvlkili 
between  F^iirmount  dam  and  the  perma- 
nent bridge,  that  the  improvements  on  the 
■eastern  sidi-  of  the  river  as  well  as  the  re- 
gulation of  the  streets  near  to  ita  mjrain, 
would  ma /ce  such  location  ineligible,  if  not 
impracticable  and  abntrd. 


■« 

The  statement  of  the  city  reE^uIator, 
Samuel  Hains,  the  forniiil  opinion  of 
^Villiani  Stiicklaod— and  the  letter  of 
Canvass  White,  both  accumplished  engi- 
neers, prove  that  t'lej  were  led  ioto  er- 
ror; and  it  may  he  shown  hereafter,  that 
this  mii-apprehensioti  misled  the  commis- 
sioners in  their  report,  notwithstanding 
the  integrity  and  zoal  wi'h  which  it  is  be- 
lieved they  and  their  engineer  have  per- 
formed their  arduous  tasks. 

They  have  not  ^aid  where  the  bridge 
«hall  be  located.  It  is  well  known  to  all 
persons,  who  are  intimate  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board  of  commissioners, 
xhat  the  terms  '•contirmation"  and  "loca- 
tion," are  mere  words  of  form,  not  obli- 
gatory upon  thcni— intended  but  as  decla- 
ratory of  their  view  at  the  time,  subject 
to  their  future  decision,  and  open,  not  on- 
ly to  the  direction  of  the  lcu,islature,  but 
to  the  objections  and  cavils  of  all  persons 
who  shall  be  concerned. 

They  state  in  their  report  "  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  a  line  of  railway,  leadins;  to 
a  large  city,  cannot  exert  its  full  capa- 
bilityrwithout  the  construction  of  branch 
lines  near  its  point  of  termination,  by 
means  of  which  the  trade  may  be  con- 
veniently difJ'used.  It  would  be  difficult 
for  the  board  to  fix  the  localities  of  such 
branch  lines,  as  they  must  occupy  in  some 
deTee,  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  otiiei-- 
wise  interfere  tvith  its  internal  regida- 

They  close  their  remarks  with  a  strong 
recommendation  of  the  Schuyikill  route. 
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Wiile  condderivg  tJiis  suhji'ct  ihey 
liavp.  been  struck  iinth  the.  importance,  in 
a  cnmrmrcial  point  of  view,  of  a  line  from 
the  stationarii  C'gine  near  Judge  friers'' 
to  some -point  on  the  Schuvlkill.  affordins; 
a  complete  communication  with  the  ocean. 

such  aline  must  follow  (he  west  side  of 
the  river  the  dUficultij  before  suggested 
laoul  '  not  be  felt ;  and  but  fop  want  ok 

AUTHORITY  UXDER  THE  EXISTING  LAW. 
THE  BOARD  WOULD  BK  PREPARED  TO  DI- 
RECT ITS  CONSTRUCTION." 

Language  mora  empliatic  than  this, 
could  scarcely  be  found  to  manifest  their 
opinion  of  the  advantages  of  the  Schuj!- 
kill  mute. 

Whilst  they  now  refuse  to  carry  the 
line  over  the  Schuylkill  at  Judge  Peters' 
farm,  which  they  have  authority  under  the 
existing  law  to  do,  they  assert,  that  they 
^ouid  cause  a  line  from  the  stationary 
engine  nt  Judgf  Feters\  'o  be  cof.s'ructed 
along  the  western  side  of  the  tichuylkill, 
mffoiding  complele  communication  with 
ih  ocean,  if  'hey  had  authority  so  to  do. 

T^e  engineer  o*  the  state  has  recoir- 
rnended  this  line  along  the  wtstern  side^ 
in  his  report. 

I  he  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
thr  claims  of  various  routes,  urge  that  this 
line  doivn  to  tide  water  opposite  to  the 
■z'lty,  will  he  absolutely  f.ecessary,"  and 
tha  it  requires  atteiition  before  all  others. 

The  cooimissioners,- representing  ail-' 
sections  ot  the  state,  declare  to  the  Le^ 
gislature  that  tbey  would  mafee  it,  if  the^ 
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had  autlioVUy.  Will  you  then,  deny  to 
them  thea'ithority  to  perform,  that  w'hicli. 
your  interests  require — that  wh'ch  they 
\  ^ire  appointed  to  investigaic — that  whicii 

they  in  all  other  instances  are  allowed  to 
ppifoni),  to  »nake  a  rail  road  of  2§ 
inilen — *o  terminate  a  cha'n  of  improve- 
ments, wliich  must  cost  miliions,  in  such 
manrjer  as  shall  be  founi!  fht»  best. 

Th'r-y,  are  not  prepared  to  encounter 
th^  difilcidty  atte"ding  the  entrajice  at 
the  ''ti^rrilorial  point,"  although  they  are 
prepared  in  order  to  possess  "  a  larger 
ii  ont,"  and  to  obtain  complete  commn- 
nicaiion  with  the  ocean,"  to  direct  the 
construction  of  the  road  opposite  to  the, 
city,  instead  ot  crossing  the  river  t-ivvt 
mWfS  above,  wiiisling  along  tlis  northera 
section  of  the  town,  leaving  the  wharves 
on  its  western  front,  and  paved  streets, 
affording  access  as  well  to  the  hea,rt  of  tim 
city,  ard  to  the  Ddatvare,  as  to  the  scen^ 
of  business  on  every  side.  ^ 
Let  the  J^orthern  Liber  lies  have  a  shares 
— let  the  people  of  Southwark  participate 
in  the  trade,  but  oblige  not  the  inhabitants 
af  the  interior  to  seek  ne  A^  customers  at 
Kensington — compel  them  potto  deposit 
their  mounds  of  coal — inasses  of  lumber 
and  timbei~vast  collections  of  flpur, grain, 
whiskey,  iron,  and  manufactured  commod- 
ities intended  ter  export  or  home,  trade- 
where  speculators  will  require  remunera- 
tion for  land  measured  by  the  inch,  with- 
out intrinsic  or  positive  advantages,  ex- 
cept those  derived  from  the  caprice  of 
fashionable  resortr 
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Let  not  trade  be Torced  >rom  its  natural 
channel — let  not  traders  be  driven  into 
new  connections — let  not  the  inhabitants 
and  their  produce  from  the  interior  be 
forced  to  a  "  territorial  point,''  by  a  sup- 
posed defect  in  the  law  which  the  com- 
missioners cannot  overcome.  ^ 

Will  not  the  Legislature,  disregariiini; 
sectional  interest,  passias;  by  personal 
jealousies,  contemnii.g  individual  inter- 
ference, amend  any  imaginarv  or  real  de- 
fect, invo'vin^  the  interests  t.f  the  com- 
monwealth which  their  wisdom  directs 
ihem  to  protect. 

If  it  should  be  urged  that  the  rail  ro  id 
can  be  conducted  through  the  centre  of 
Broad  street  to  Southwark,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  such  road  must  pass 
fourteen  streets,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  not  fewer  alleys,  before  it  can  reach 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  to  rn.  To 
such  evils  the  commissioners  hav?  alrea- 
dy called  the  attenlion  of  the  Legislature, 
and  therefore  stop  the  nominal  location  of 
the  road  at  the  "territorial  point." 

Can  it  be  believed  that  the  citizens  oi' 
Philadelp  :ia.  who  possess  property  valued 
as  sitca  for  costly  and  large  houses,  in  what 
sre  termed  the  fashionable  parts  of  the 
town,  where  land  is  sold  at  the  rate  of 
S60or  70,000  per  acre,  will  consent  to  the 
interruption  of  their  objects,  &  the  means 
of  theis  intercourse,  by  vast  trains  of  cars 
carrying  produce  from  the  country  to 
^  Southwark,  delaying  at  the  intersections 
■  of  the  streets  every  thing  moving  either 
':ip  or  down. 
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^^an  it  be  believeil  that  the  inliabifanis 
oFtlie  couritrv  will  be  siitisficd  with  a  route 
which  shall  expose  their  trains  of  cms  to 
be  stopped  a*  every  street,  bv  the  innu- 
jnerabie  d  ays,  wa<5  )ns  pleasure  carria- 
{^es,  and  o'her  matters,  which  in  the  dis- 
tance from  Vine-street  to  Sou'hwark, 
uiifjht-  infen  upt  them  in  passing  14  times, 
without  anv  conspqueot  goud,  or  posst- 
bie  advatiMgeto  tht'mselves. 

Such  rail  ra«d  would  be  at  the  cont-ul 
of  the  city  airhor  ties,  and  at  any  arinua! 
chunge  of  t'lC  couKcil  chamb  rs,  the  r-il 
roa-l  and  dl  contin^eoi  ies  might  be 
destroyed  by  the  i  ittM-est  of  the  citizens 
developed  too  late. 

Certificates  attached  to  the  Dr'»ft  exhibi- 
ted i'v  'he  commitlee  room  when  the  i-fsjlution 
was  offered. 

'  I  am  well  arquiinted  with  the  ground 
upon  which  the  red  li  les  represent  propo- 
sed branches  'or  ter -^nating  the  Colum- 
bia a*'  ro  id  .at  and  opposite  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  "I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
crossing  of  the  Schuylkdl  at  the  points 
C  nd  \).  flhat  is.belxv.  F.r  Mount  dam) 
■will  be  the  <  ost  elijjible  scite  ot  commu- 
nicati<in  with  trie  tiHe  water  of  the  city 
front,  and  that  the  location  of  these  Tau- 
ches  on  the  eastern  and  western  sides  of 
the  river  will  be  the  best  suited  to- she 
purp  >ses  ot  tra  sit  and  trad-  ,  beins;  im- 
mediately adjaceiit  to  the  wharves  and 
landi  gphces  where  at  all  times  coasung 
vessels  may  discharge  and  take  in  car- 
goes from,  and  to  all  parts  of  our  exten 
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sive  coast.  These  lines  should  extend  to 
the  tide  waters  of  the  Delaware  through 
thf  Northern  Liberties  and  Southwatk  so 
as  to  form  :>  girdle  of  commuaicatiou 
round  the  city." 

WILLI  \M  STRICKLAND,  Eng'r. 

"Having  been  calieii  on  by  a  represeu- 
tative  of  the  city  of  Phi'adelphis,  to  give 
facts  ill  connectiim  with  the  retjulaiion  of 
the  '^tr.-ets,  and  a  survey  of  the  shores  of 
the  Schuylkill,  made  by  me  by  the  direc- 
tion of  tiie  vvarering  coiniiiittee. 

I  state,  this  plan  of  the  city  is  correct. 
1  ht'  draught  ties  gnates  by  the  line  A  to 
E — the  route  on  the  west  aide  of  the 
Schuylkill  to  a  point  below  the  perma- 
nent bridge  for  the  Coluinbia  and  Pliila- 
delphia  rail-road,  of  which  the  canal  com- 
inissioiieis  say  m  their  report.  '-They 
would  bi-  prepared  to  direct  the  construc- 
tion ii  they  had  authority  ufider  the  exis- 
tini;-  law,"  as,  "affording  a  complete 
communication  with  the  ocean." 

A  branch  from  this  line  can  be  conduct- 
ed over  ab'idge  at  C.  &  D.  near  tiie  pre- 
sent upper  bridge,  wh&re  the  river  is  ibout 
400  feet  wide,  Its  bottom  and  shore?  bemg 
racky  and  firm,  and  at  such  elevation  as 
to  ci  nduct  it  to  E.  thence  al.ng  the  line 
F.  fiass  ng  near  the  easte.  n  shore  of  this 
riv  <■.  ajfording  means  of  direct  intercourse 
throughout  the  western  front  of  the  city, 
SouHiivark  au'i part  of  Uie  JM'-  Liberties, 
and  giving  communication  with  the  ocean 
bij  meaitb  of  brigs  and  other  sea  vessels 
which  ascend  the  Vchwjlkill. 
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*'This  line  by  lis  proximity  to  the  river 
vifoulil  most  conveDicull}'  give  ViBnders  oi 
prof'iuce  and  maiuilactured  commjdities 
from  ths.  country  ilia  option  of  jiafssins; 
doivn  the.  paved  streets  to  the  centre  of  the 
population,  or  htj  mil  roads  fitrough  South- 
wark  and  the  N.  Liberties  to  tlie  river  IJcI- 
awrm  as  by  G  to  H  on  the  nvrth  and  F  li- 
on the  soutli-^' 

"  The  regulation  of  the  streets  oan  easily 
be  :na(Je  4o  suit  the  ascent  or  descent  of 
the  road." 

The  ground  on  the  TOCstern  shore,  op- 
y)Osite  ihe  city  would  enable  the  rail  road 
to  pass  nearlij  on  a  level  over  hard  gravel 
without  iiiteifering  loiih  any  improve' 
tnents. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  (he  rjver,  the  line 

desixnated  would  not  interjere  tviih  im- 
provenmnls.*^* 

SAMUEL  HATNS,    City  Surveyor. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  l.it,  1828.  ; 

December  17,  1828. 
"I  h.-ive  taken  into  consideration  the 
prdjoctofbuildinga  bridgje  over  (he  Schuyl- 
kill river,  in  a  line  with  Arch  street,  Piiil- 
adelphia.  The  data  you  give  h  not  suffi- 
cient for  an  accurate  estimate  but  a  bridge 
can  be  built  on  the  following  dimensions 
per  863,500 — calculating  for  three  piers 
end  tu:o  cihutmenis,  one  tostandin  the  cen- 
tre of  the  river  and  one  on  each  shore,  the 
al'utnients  to  be  placed  on  the  brow  of  the 
bank  or  at  the  points  to  tcliich  each  end 
i  f  the  bridge  will  terminate  without  at 
lowing  much  to  befilied  in  against  thr 
abutments.    The  piers  and  ubutment^  to 
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le  stone  laid  in  cement.  The  fop  of  the 
piers  to  be  4  ■feet  alcove  low  laa'er.  and 
to  be  2V0  feet  from  cen.r^  to  centre,  the 
abutment  on  the  cHy  shore  h,  be>75  feet 
from  Vm  cenWe  ofth^pvr  Ih.  opposite 
one  to  be  125  feet,  makiug*  :vy.  of 
super strudure.  i'he  br.(?ge  t„  berlivid 
ed  into  two  parts  of  20  ft- et  e,-,ch,  (>,.=e  for 
a  common  road  way  and  thp  th  |-  fo,.  ^ 
rail  road,  the  who!e  f.  be  roofod  .nri  vvea- 
ther  boarded.'**  ;  he  object  of  extend- 
ing the  superstructv^re  to  each  bank  is 
to  avoid  the  exppHse  of  hllin'Mn  the  abut- 
rnents  and  to  give  a  free  passage  alon^ 

lated  will  be  sufhcienf,  if  not  a  Jitrle  more 
will  not  add  much  to  :he  cost,  and  from 
what  1  know  of  the  location  I  think  thf» 
estimate  suiRciently  iaioe*»_. 

CANVAS  WHITE 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Stvicklsnd 
Esq.  Engineer,  dated,  December    12,  is  g. 

."I  Will  now  bneflj  state  to  you 
views  0  this  matter-  J  he  co.nmenre^ 
ment  and  termm.tio.  of  a  gr.at  nublfr 
Ime  of  rail  road,  such  as  theSn.e  ZTr 
consideration  surely  is,  .should  not  sto^ 
short  at  any  particular  poin>  or  kreltlf 

s^e^sjiUiU  Jor  reasons  which  may%. 

-that  of  the  upper  Fen,  353  ^  eh  "  Lv 
the^meusurement  of  a  person  who  st^e;^fe 

abutment  i.'       fe^f  fw:,."  ^-^-^  <he 

^ev«  b«n  reached  by  floods  orTce 
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come  obvious  io  you  whenyou  reflect  upon 
erossing  places  at  every  street,  lane  and 
allf  y  of  a  populous  city. 

The  (  '  op-  r  ptunt^  commencement  or 
termii.atiori  should  bf  ai  the  wharves  of 
the  Schuylkill  arul  Delaware  rivers  and 
where  tht-  products  and  merchandize 
from  the  couniry  can  be  landed,  and 
transhipped  from  and  into  vessels  or 
waj^onsupon  the  borders  oi  tide  water, 
and  wherein  all  commercial  citiessimiiar 
situations  are  Mie  scites  of  st'.rehouses, 
landing  places  and  depots.  &c  &^c." 

Mr.  Strickland  visiied  Eu^  p- express- 
ly to  obtain  information,  upon  the  con- 
atruction  of  rai!-roads  and  canals. 

The  following  memorial  will  prove  that  the 
route  recommended  by  the  canal  commission- 
ers along  the  Schuyllvil!,  and  the  point  of 
crossing  that  river  proposed  by  V!r.  Sinck- 
land.  and  Mr.  Hains,  would  meet  the  objects 
of  ti'.e  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
and  Penn  township 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  of  the  North- 
ern Liberlies  and  Penn  township,  m  the 
county  of  Philadelphia— respectfully  shew- 
eth. 

That  they  are  desirous  of  constructing 
aHail  Road,  for  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandi/.e  and  co'^ntry  produce,  between 
the  rivers  Delavvar-  and  Schuylkill,  thro 
the  said  Ivberties  and  township,  which 
they  believ '  will  not  only  accommodate 
the  lar«e  and  populous  districts  thr-ugh 
which  ?t  will  pass,  but  by  aflbrdmg  great 
facilities  of  transportations,  and  new  and 
extended  markets  ili  produc-,  wd  tend 
«reat!y  to  the  increase  of  internal  com- 
merce of  ihe  state. 
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_  They  therefore  pray  fir  the  i.ncorpnrai 
tion  of;)  comoanv  vvuli  the  usual  privile- 
ges, to  const,  uct  such  a  rail  road,  to  cora^. 
me  ice  at  some  convenient  point  on  the 
river  Delavvar?.  in  the  neighborhood  of 
William-street,  and  to  runaiongor  near 
said  street  t-)  Kighih-street,  and  thmice  to 
the  nver  Schuylkill,  in  the  neighborhood 
cf  Cailowhill-st' eet  or  to  terminate  at  a 
junction  with  the  Columbia  and  Phiiadel- 
phia  rail-road,  as  the  company  to  be  iti- 
corpi  n.ted  may   deem  eArpedient.  Ail 
which  your  meniorialisis  submit. 
Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Canal  com- 
missioners: 

"W  hile  considering  this  subject,  they 
have  been  sti-uck  with  the  importance  in 
a  commercial  point  of  view,  of  a  line 
from  he  stationary  engnie  near  Judge  Pe- 
ters', to  home  point  on  the  Schuylk'n,  nf- 
fo'idng  acooipie'e  communication  v/itli 
the  ocean.  As  such  a  line  must  follo^sr 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  difficulty  oe- 
fore  suggested  wuld  not  be  felt  but  for 
want  of  authority  under  the  existing  law 
the  board  would  be  prepared  to  direct  its 
constuction. 

That  the  Route  to  Vine  and  Broad- 
streets  bv  Belmont  is  not  "(he  shortest" 
is  proved  by  the  report  ot  the  engineer, 
M.jor  Wilson.  * 

Senate  Jocuments,  page  153.  he  says, 
It  is  considered  suo-f  .idvaotageous 
even  uith  reaso-^ble  increase  of  distance, 
to  limit  the  application  of  steam  power  to 
the  two  points  upon  the  line  already  no- 
ticed in  this  report. 


•   'the  importance  of  the  route  on  thfe 
western  side  of  the  SchwylkiU  is  ur^ed  bf 
this  eno;"r  e?r,  employed  by  the  state.-^, 
Tage  17t',.idem.- 


